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TABLES AND FASTPAGE 
 
This mainly applies to Fastpage ver 5.24 
 

History  
The web works on a structure called HTML which means Hyper Text Markup Language. 
This means a web page is built up of HTML tags, which the Browser then interprets to place 
information on your screen. 
The reason for HTML was speed, so that minimal information was sent to your computer and 
then the hard work was carried out by your browser. 
If we go back in time many early computer systems consisted of a dumb terminal which was 
connected to a central computer. 
Escape codes were sent to the ‘dumb terminal’ which then formatted the escape sequences to 
carry out primitive formatting on the screen. 
The dumb terminal used systems l ike VT100 or VT52, which are still  in use today especially on 
Linux servers as the speed of sending data this way is far faster than a Graphical User Interface 
(GUI) 
The whole concept behind HTML was before the days of Broadband when dial up was the main 
connection device to the web. 
HTML is not like a GUI interface which means that there a restrictions on how to place 
information on a screen. 
Most screen positioning is done through the use of Tables, mainly because of Browser 
compatibili ty issues. 
Tables are a complex structure, which is why a lot of CMS systems avoid or disable these, 
because of the support issues involved. 
NZServers has allowed Tables as there is greater control i f these are used in certain areas. 
The reason why I went the menu way was to save you the hassle of dealing with tables, but this 
meant each section was separated. 
The following is to give you some understanding of the Table and how to format this. 
 
 

 
 
To display if a table is present you need to toggle the ‘Table Borders’ icon to display if tables are 
present. 
You may have to click a few times to get the borders to display, which is a quirk of the 3rd party 
Spaw editor used by Fastpage. 
 
Tables are made up of Row s and Columns 
 
Row s go dow n and Columns go across 
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Columns 
 

 
 
The above example is a table made of 2 Columns x 10 Rows. 
The first column is to place some controlled spacing at the beginning of the row, so the words are 
not hard up against the LHS of the column. 
 
Row s are made up of cells  
 

 
 
With your situation the table is made up of (2 Columns x 2 cells) x 10 Rows 
 
TIP 
With HTML to space one line down you use the SHIFT ENTER KEY 
If you hit the ENTER key you will find with HTLM you will  go two spaces down 
MS Word treats SHIFT ENTER and ENTER as the same 
 
Continued… 
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To set the Height of a Row 
 
Place the cursor in the first cell  of the row and cl ick the cell  properties icon 
 

 
 
A pop up window will  display al lowing you to adjust the height of the cell , which will  apply to all  
cells across the row, as changing one cell forces the changes on others but only for height. 
30px means 30 pixels high 
 
CMS has some limitations over more expensive editors as to change the height of each row 
means one row at a time. 
 
What you did was to attempt to format the table by applying extra rows and using the enter key to 
make the spacings. 
By using the Table functions you can gain greater control, but this means a learning curve. 
 
Changing the colour of each row. 
 
Continued… 
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Changing the Colour of a Row 
 
Place the cursor on the row which has colour and cl ick the cell  properties icon 
 

 
 
You will  notice a funny bunch of codes #e7e8ed which is hexadecimal code for the colour of the 
background. 
OMG what does this mean? 
Don’t worry as there a simple way of dealing with this. 
 
Continued… 
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Changing the background colour  
 
if you know the colour you just copy and paste the hexadecimal code 
 

 
 
If you want to change to another colour click on the three small dots and a comprehensive colour 
picker will  open up. 
Graphic artists deal with RGB meaning Red Green Blue being the primary colours. 
Web developers used the HTML hex code. 
Jenna will  be more precise and may suggest actual RGB values. 
The easiest way is to select the colour from the colour picker and apply that to the cell . 
 
This means each cell  across the row, if you want the same colour across. 
 
To remove the colour just remove the hex value. 
 
This should be enough at this point to get you going as I don’t want to swamp you, but with some 
understanding of HTML tables you can do some very powerful things with your web site. 
 
I’ll  possibly add to this document as the need arises as most people who use CMS do not use 
tables as this means a learning curve. 
 
Regards Mike 
 
References to explain tables 
 
http://www.lotechsolutions.com/Topics/HTML/UnderstandingHTMLTables.htm 
http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/onlineservices/pages/publishers/tablehtml/ 
 
 


